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toward all and for all, and especially by that of
the future existence. They pass by the side of
life. Their worship has never been anything but
a worship of words. Impracticable, and not
practised, they have falsified the divine meaning
of our ego. Now, the law we have had should
never be a chain. We are quits with it, according
to the counsels of a moralist, when we have
wrapped it carefully in a purple shroud, in which
the dead gods sleep.

XIII. Nature, we are told, knows only the
species. She neglects and dooms the individual.
Nature is calumniated. Science is libelled in the
same way. Per eat mundus, fiant pilulcz, shout
certain healers. Long live the pills, perish the
patients! What would the pills do without the
patients, what would the species do without
the individual? Can an edifice be preserved by
removing the stones of which it is composed?

Does nature aim only at preserving the species?
What do we know about it? We have small
acquaintance with her metaphysical intentions.
Yet those which she took care to reveal to us show
that, if she pays little attention to the individual,
she takes no greater account of the species. The
history of the fauna and of the flora is only one
vast cemetery, where are found millions of dead